
 
 
What class members had to say about Leadership Bluegrass 2009  
  
• “It's a bluegrass epiphany.” –David Crow; Milom, Joyce, Horsnell & Crow PLC; Bobby Osborne & the Rocky Top 

X-Press 
 

• “I feel synergized!” – Brandi Hart, The Dixie Bee-Liners 
 

• “Be active. Become involved. Be a bluegrass leader.” – Gary J. Jolicoeur, WNRV Bluegrass Radio 
 

• “Being an international class member of Leadership Bluegrass, I feel excited, overwhelmed and privileged at 
acquiring the breadth and depth of specialist knowledge regarding all aspects of the bluegrass music industry 
over the past three days. Second to none, LBG has been the most resourceful and valuable course that I could 
have participated in to help further my bluegrass career, and aid my endeavors at raising the profile of 
bluegrass music in the U.K.” – Hannah Johnson, The Toy Hearts 

 

• "It's the ultimate immersion experience for those passionate about bluegrass.” – Karl Kersey, Fiddle and Pick 
 

• “Success comes to he who is patient if he works like hell while he’s being patient.” –Larry Cordle, Larry Cordle 
& Lonesome Standard Time 

  

• “Years of practical experience on the questions that count, come cascading right out to you in three days.” – 
Barry Mazor, Journalist/Author (No Depression, The Wall Street Journal  

 

• “I would highly recommend Leadership Bluegrass to anyone that cares about bluegrass music. It is a unique 
opportunity that will surely inspire you!” – Penni McDaniel; Hope River Entertainment, Rural Rhythm 
Records/publicist 

  

• "Leadership Bluegrass is an awesome experience!" - Janet McGarry; Diamond Productions, PEI; Janet 
McGarry & Wildwood 

 

• “Leadership Bluegrass is a head-spinning three days.... And at the end of those three days your head might be 
on backwards.” – C. Roger Moss, Podunk Bluegrass Music Festival 

 

• “I left IBMA’s Leadership Bluegrass with an overwhelming feeling of optimism for the future soul of our music. 
Absolutely to be recommended to anyone with an interest in this distinctly American art form.” –Tom Mueller, 
The Muellers  

 

• "Leadership Bluegrass is the best of its kind! Don't miss out if you have the chance to attend." -David Preston, 
BMI 

 

• "Leadership Bluegrass will make you grow in music." -Ronnie Reno; Blue Highways Television, Ronnie Reno & 
the Reno Tradition 

 

• “What you receive at Leadership Bluegrass will be useful for years to come. The diversity of the group and 
everyone’s different views were eye opening. What a waste it would be if I did not use the gifts that were 
given to me in these three days.” – Leah Ross, Bristol Rhythm & Roots Reunion 

 

• “The experience is challenging with rigor and a rich overview of the industry, and the classmates are top-
notch.” – Tom Thorpe; Dyer Switch Bluegrass Band, educator 

 

• “I wish every professional member of IBMA had the opportunity to participate in this class.” –Alan Tompkins; 
Bluegrass Heritage Foundation, Acoustic Music Camp 

 

• "Leadership Bluegrass is an intense, informative, high-level learning experience which is guaranteed to open 
your eyes and your mind. If you are serious about furthering your career, it will be an essential building block. 
But more importantly, it will provide you with the contacts and opportunities to help carry the music we all love 
forward." -Jim Van Cleve; Mountain Heart, producer/songwriter/session musician 

 

• “Great program, talented people, a congenial and stimulating experience.” –Dwight Worden; San Diego 
Bluegrass Society, IBMA Board of Directors 

 
 


